
•  a scary sermon 
•  just because 
•  it just happened 
•  why not?  
•  what else? 
•  don’t know why 
•  don’t believe 
•  don’t  care 

•  grew up in the church 
•  parents expected it 
•  preacher pressure 
•  teacher pressure 
•  peer pressure 
•  to please a boyfriend or 

girlfriend 
•  I like this church 

Why did you become a Christian? 



Jesus’ Death and Resurrection 



“An Extraordinary Event” 

U.S.News & World Report, April 6, 1990 

Some extraordinary event occurred 
in Jerusalem to Account for the 
radical change in the behavior of 
Jesus’ disciples 



Assumptions 

• Inspiration not assumed 
• Gospels and Acts are judged 

as any other historical 
document 
– on the merits of the evidence 



Why Justified? 
first century 
hundreds of 

1000’s 

•  date of writing ……… 
•  manuscript authority . 



Caesar      44 B.C.    1000   10 
Plato            347BC     1200   7 
Tacitus         100 AD   1000   20 
Thucydides  400BC     1300    8 
Suetonius     160AD     800      8 
Sophocles     406BC    1300     8 
Aristotle       322BC    1400     5 
 

New Test.     100AD   <100    24,000 

Span to Earliest Copies 
Number of Copies 

Other Books 
Of Antiquity 
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Caesar   44bc   1000yrs  10 copies 

Plato   347bc   1200yrs  7 copies 

Thucydides   400bc     1300bc      8 copies 

Tacitus 100ad 1000yrs 20 copies 

Suetonius  160ad  8 copies 

Sophocles  406bc  1300yrs   8 copies 

Aristotle 322bc  1400yrs   5 copies 
NT 
40 
Yrs 
 



Why Justified In Accepting? 
first century 
hundreds of 1000’s 
Matt., John, Peter 

•  date of writing ………. 
•  manuscript authority .. 
•  eyewitness account ….. 



1 John 1:1-3 

What was from the beginning, 
what we have heard, what we 
have seen with our eyes, what 

we beheld and our hands 
handled, concerning the Word of 

Life ... 



1 Peter 1:16 

For we did not follow cleverly 
devised tales when we made 
known to you the power and 

coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but we were 

eyewitnesses of His Majesty. 



Why Justified In Accepting? 
first century 
hundreds of 1000’s 
Matt., John, Peter 
not legends 
hard to deny 
eager to trap 
multiple witnesses 
credibility 
Luke, the historian 

•  date of writing ………. 
•  manuscript authority .. 
•  eyewitness account ….. 
•  written testimony …… 
•  public events ………… 
•  hostile witnesses …….. 
•  internal consistency … 
•  personal details ……… 
•  archeological data …… 



What did They Teach? 

• Taken as historical documents: 

• What can we learn about what 
1st century people understood 
about Jesus? 



Jesus Was Dead 

•  Politically tried 
•  Scourged & crucified 
•  Certified dead 
•  Laid in a new tomb 
•  Wrapped in spices 
•  Large stone door 
•  Roman guard 
•  Secured and sealed 
•  Dead for over 40 hrs 

Jn 18:12-40 
Jn 19:1,18 
Jn 19:32-34, Mk 15:44 
Mt 27:57-61 
Lk 23:55-56 
Mk 15:46 
Mt 27:63-65 
Mt 27:66 
Lk 24:1 



Politics: Jn 18:12 - 40 

•  Annas – vs. 13 
•  Caiaphas: vs. 24 
“better one should die for 

the nation” - 14 
•  Sanhedrin – (Mtt. 26:57) 
•  Pilate - 28 
•  Herod  (Luke 23:7) 
•  Pilate: (Luke 23:11) 
“I find no fault in him.” 



Passover: Great Day for a Public Kill’n 
When therefore the chief priests and the officers saw 
Him, they cried out, saying, "Crucify, crucify!" Jn 
19:6 



Scourged, Jn 19:1 

1 Then Pilate took 
Jesus and flogged 
him.    John 19:1 



•  John 19:17 – 20 
•  So they took Jesus,  

17 and he went out, bearing his own 
cross, to the place called The Place of 
a Skull, which in Aramaic is called 
Golgotha.  
18  There they crucified him, and with 
him two others, one on either side, 
and Jesus between them.  



•  John 19:17 – 20 
•  19 Pilate also wrote an inscription and 

put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of 
Nazareth, the King of the Jews.”  
20 Many of the Jews read this 
inscription, for the place where Jesus 
was crucified was near the city, and it 
was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and 
in Greek.  



Crucified 
Jn 19:18 

Golgotha  
Place of the Skull 

“King of the Jews” 

19:19-20 



Crucifixion 

“...intended to torture the victim 
for days...”, JAMA 



when the 
centurion 
saw that 
he  
was  
Dead - 
Mtt. 27:54 



Certified Dead 

Mark 15:44-45 
And Pilate wondered if He was dead 

by this time, and summoned the 
centurion, he questioned him as to 
whether He was already dead. And 
ascertaining this from the centurion, 
he granted the body to Joseph. 



Certified Dead 

John 19:31-34 
 when they saw he was already 
dead,  they did not break his 
legs, but one of the soldiers 
pierced His side with a spear, 
and immediately there came out 
blood and water. 



Matthew 27:57-61 
• 57  When it was evening, there came 

a rich man from Arimathea, named 
Joseph, who also was a disciple of 
Jesus.  
58 He went to Pilate and asked for the 
body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it 
to be given to him.  
 



Matthew 27:57-61 
• 59 And Joseph took the body and 

wrapped it in a clean linen shroud  
60 and laid it in his own new tomb, 
which he had cut in the rock. And he 
rolled a great stone to the entrance of 
the tomb and went away.  
61 Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary were there, sitting opposite the 
tomb.  



Laid In A New Tomb, Mt 27:57-61 

•  Cut out of solid 
rock 

•  No chance for rear 
entry 

•  No chance for 
escape 

•  No chance for 
mixup 



            Luke 23:55-56 
55  The women who had come 
with him from Galilee followed 
and saw the tomb and how his 
body was laid.  
56 Then they returned and 
prepared spices and ointments. 
On the Sabbath they rested 
according to the commandment.  
 



Spices, Lk 23:55-56 

• About 100 lbs 
• Wrapped in linen 
• Head napkin detail 
• Bound in a resin (myrrh) 
• No “escape” 
• Difficult to remove 



               Mark 15:46 
 

46 And Joseph bought a linen 
shroud, and taking him down, 
wrapped him in the linen shroud 
and laid him in a tomb that had 
been cut out of the rock. And he 
rolled a stone against the entrance 
of the tomb.  



Stone Door, Mk 15:46 

•  About a ton 
•  Women worried 

about who would 
help them 



Matt. 27:62-63 
62 The next day, that is, after the 
day of Preparation, the chief 
priests and the Pharisees gathered 
before Pilate  
63 and said, “Sir, we remember 
how that impostor said, while he 
was still alive, ‘After three days I 
will rise.’ 



64 Therefore order the tomb to be 
made secure until the third day, 
lest his disciples go and steal him 
away and tell the people, ‘He has 
risen from the dead,’ and the last 
fraud will be worse than the 
first.” 



 
65 Pilate said to them, “You have 
a guard of soldiers. Go, make it 
as secure as you can.”  
66 So they went and made the 
tomb secure by sealing the stone 
and setting a guard.  
 



Guard, Mt 27:63-65 

• Roman Guard 
• World Conquerors 
• 16 men 
• Four, 4 hr watches 
• Round the clock 

readiness 



Secured & Sealed, Mt 27:66 

• Secured 
– the body was still there 

• Sealed 
– the authority of Caesar 

• Nazareth Decree 
– grave robbing becomes a 

capital offense under 
Claudius 



Dead “Three Days & Nights” 
 Lk 24:1 

• Friday - Sunday 
• No chance of 

revival 
• No escape 
• No entrance 
• And yet... 



Matthew 27:54 

“when they saw the earthquake 
and the things that were 

happening,  
(the guard) became very 

frightened and said, “Truly this 
was the Son of God!” 



Tombs of Others? 

Full of Dry Bones! 

Buddha 

Confucius 

Mohammed 



Jesus’ Tomb Was Empty 
•  known, new grave site, anyone could go 

see it 
•  broken Roman seal (capital offense) 
•  stone moved away from the tomb 
•  Guard left! (but KNEW where it was !) 
•  grave cloths remained behind! 
•  women were the first witnesses! 
•  disciples skeptical at first 



Jesus’ Tomb Was Empty 
• Disciples  

–  skeptical at first 

–  THEN believed 
• Jews believed it was empty 
• Romans believed it was empty 
• many eyewitnesses of Jesus alive! 



First Sermon  - Acts 2 

• 22 “Men of Israel, hear these 
words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
attested to you by God with mighty 
works and wonders and signs that 
God did through him in your midst, 
as you yourselves know—  



First Sermon  - Acts 2 
• 23 this Jesus, delivered up 

according to the definite plan and 
foreknowledge of God, you 
crucified and killed by the hands of 
lawless men.  
24  God raised him up, loosing the 
pangs of death, because it was not 
possible for him to be held by it.  



First Sermon  - Acts 2 

• 36 Let all the house of Israel 
therefore know for certain that God 
has made him both Lord and Christ, 
this Jesus whom you crucified.”  



First Sermon  - Acts 2 

• 37 Now when they heard this they 
were cut to the heart, and said to 
Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
“Brothers, what shall we do?” 



First Sermon  - Acts 2 

• 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent 
and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you 
will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.  
 



First Sermon  - Acts 2 

• 41 So those who received his word 
were baptized, and there were 
added that day about three thousand 
souls.  



First Sermon  - Acts 2 

• 42 And they devoted themselves to 
the apostles’ teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and the prayers.  





1 Corinthians 15:1-4 
•  1 Now I would remind you, brothers, 

of the gospel I preached to you, 
which you received, in which you 
stand,  
2 and by which you are being saved, 
if you hold fast to the word I 
preached to you— unless you 
believed in vain.  
 



1 Corinthians 15:1-4 
•  3 For I delivered to you as of first 

importance what I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance 
with the Scriptures,  
4 that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day in accordance 
with the Scriptures,  



1 Cor. 15:5-8 
•  5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 

twelve.  
6 Then he appeared to more than five 
hundred brothers at one time, most of whom 
are still alive, though some have fallen 
asleep.  
7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the 
apostles.  
8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 
appeared also to me.  
 



Appeared 
• Appeared  -  
• Multiple time 
•   40 days 
• Different places 
• To many at once 



Physical Proof 
• Touched 

–  Women – grabbed him 
–  Thomas –  

• ATE with them 





“Yes, a Jesus certainly lived 
and was a good man, but he 

was just a good man.” 

“Dead men don’t rise.”  
                                  David Hume 

OR --  



Jesus Was Raised 
•  There IS a God 
•  Jesus is the SON of God 
•  Jesus offers salvation from sin 
• He that believeth and is baptized 

–  Shall be Saved 
• He that believeth NOT 

–  Shall be condemned 



Jesus’ Claims 
•  Son of God 
• Able to save men of their sins 
• Divine, equal to God 
• Worthy of worship, accepted it 
•  Sinless 
• Only way to get to Heaven 
• The Fulfillment of God’s Law & 

Promises 



The claims are either... 

True False 

1) Thought He really was! 
•  lunatic! 
•  god delusions 

2) Knew He wasn’t 
•  liar 
•  charlatan 

Which of these options fit his life and teachings? 

“Certainly, this man was righteous.” 





Romans 1 
•  1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an 

apostle, set apart for the gospel of God,  
2 which he promised beforehand through his 
prophets in the holy Scriptures,  
3 concerning his Son, who was descended from 
David according to the flesh  
4 and was declared to be the Son of God in 
power according to the Spirit of holiness by his 
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 
Lord,  





How Was The Tomb Empty? 
•  Disciples stole the 

body? 
•  Jews confiscated it? 
•  Unknown pauper 

grave 
•  Wrong tomb 

•  Legends from later 
generations 

•  Hallucinations 
•  Revived, not raised 
•  Spiritual 

resurrection 



Facts To Be Accounted For 
•  Jesus actually lived 
•  Not a typical Messiah 
•  Death by Roman cross 
•  Buried according to 

Jewish custom 
•  Tomb believed empty by 

both friend and foe 
•  Many believed they saw 

Him alive 
•  Even skeptics believed 

•  Disciples preached 
a real 
resurrection . . . 

•  . . . even to the 
point of death! 

•  Church quickly 
began in 
Jerusalem 

•  Sunday became 
day of worship 



•  Jews unable to stop it 
•  Rome unable to stop it 
•  Many Jewish and Roman converts 
•  Jesus prophesied His own 

resurrection as proof of His claims 
•  His church endures all 

YET --- 

The Story Of the Resurrection 



“Yes, a Jesus certainly lived 
and was a good man, but he 

was just a good man.” 

“Dead men don’t rise.”  
                                  David Hume 

OR --  



Jesus Was Raised 
•  There IS a God 
•  Jesus is the SON of God 
•  Jesus offers salvation from sin 
•  He that believeth and is baptized 

–  Shall be Saved 
•  He that believeth NOT 

–  Shall be condemned 





Jesus’ Claims 
•  Son of God 
•  Able to save men of their sins 
•  Divine, equal to God 
•  Worthy of worship, accepted it 
•  Sinless 
•  Only way to get to Heaven 
•  The Fulfillment of God’s Law & 

Promises 



The claims are either... 

True False 

1) Thought He really was! 
•  lunatic! 
•  god delusions 

2) Knew He wasn’t 
•  liar 
•  charlatan 

Which of these options fit his life and teachings? 

“Certainly, this man was righteous.” 



The Son of God 
The Claims were True! 

The Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we beheld His glory, 
glory as of the only begotten from 
the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Jn 1:14 





1 Pet 3:15 

•  Sanctify our Lord - Jesus, the Christ 
•  Work on our hearts, not just our doctrine 
•  Requires a proper attitude:             

gentleness, respect (for God, for others) 

  Able to give a (good) reason for our hope 




