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The Lord Wants EVERY Local 
Church to Be HEALTHY 

l 7 Churches of Asia (Rev. 2 & 3) 
l Salutation 
l Self-designation of the Divine Author 
l Commendations 
l Condemnations  
l Warnings and Threats 
l Exhortations to Faithfulness 
l Promises of Blessings 



Ephesians 4:11-12 

l “And He gave some as apostles, and 
some as prophets, and some as 
evangelists, and some as pastors and 
teachers, for the equipping of the saints 
for the work of service, to the building 
up of the body of Christ.”   

l One vital component to being a healthy 
congregation is PRAYER. 



The Church of the N.T. Was A 
Praying Church 

l Acts 2:42 – “They were continually 
devoting themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and to prayer.” 

l Acts 4:24 – Peter and John reported the 
Sanhedrin’s threats:  “And when they 
heard it, they lifted their voices 
together to God…”   



l Acts 12:5 – Peter in prison: “Prayer was 
made earnestly of the church unto God 
for him.”    

l Acts 20:36 – After Paul’s speech to the 
Ephesian elders: “He kneeled down and 
prayed with them all.” 

l “The preaching of the Word of God 
and prayer to God were the very 
weapons of the early church.”  (See 
Ephesians 6:18) 



The Frequency of Prayer 
 

l  “Continuing steadfastly in prayer” (Rom. 
12:12). 
l “Devoted to prayer” (NASB) 

l “Be constant in prayer” (ESV) 

l  “Praying at all seasons in the 
Spirit” (Eph. 6:18). (“At all times” - NASB, 
ESV) 

l  “Pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17) 



The “A-C-T-S” of Prayer 

l A = Adoration 
l “Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be 

Your name.” (Matt. 6:9 – “Holy) 

l C = Confession 
l “And forgive us our debts, as we also have 

forgiven our debtors.” (Matt. 6:12) 



The “A-C-T-S” of Prayer 

l T = Thanksgiving 
l For the faith of good brethren (Col. 1:3) 

l S = Supplication 
l “A wanting, a need, then an asking, entreaty, 

supplication.”  (Vine) 

l “Brethren, my heart’s desire and my 
supplication to God is for them, that they may 
be saved.” (Rom. 10:1) 





Christians Must Recognize The 
Conditions of Acceptable Prayer 

l Righteousness (1 Peter 3:12, James 
5:16, Psalm 66:18) 

l Keeping God’s Commandments (1 
John 3:22, Prov. 28:9) 

l Praying in faith (James 1:6-7) 



l Praying in Jesus’ name (John 14:13-14, 
Colossians 3:17) 

l Having a forgiving spirit (Matt. 
6:14-15) 

l Praying with the right motive (James 
4:3, Matt. 6:5-8) 



Tonight – A Service Devoted 
to Prayer 

l A shortened service – Devoted to prayer. 
l Men – come prepared to read a passage from 

God’s Word. 

l A congregational meeting – to 
“brainstorm” a list of things that we need 
to be praying about. 



Does God Listen To Our 
Prayers? 

l  “Ask, and it shall be given you;  seek, and 
ye shall find;  knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you.   For everyone that 
asketh receiveth;  and he that seeketh 
findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall 
be opened.”  (Matt. 7:7-8) 


