
Abraham father of those who live by faith 

  

Romans 4 is such a powerful chapter on how one is right with God. 

It is not by law, especially the law of Moses, for Abraham was declared righteous BEFORE the law was 
given. 

It states several times that HIS faith was 'imputed' unto righteousness. 

The verse that is cited from the Genesis record is Genesis 15:6 "And he believed the Lord, and he counted 
it to him as righteousness."  This is cited again in vs. 9 and 22. Paul also cited it in Gal. 3:6.   

  

When we look back a Genesis we begin to see what manner of FAITH is being discussed here by Paul. 
Many take it to be a 'point of faith' - the point of time in which he became a believer. I find that the record 
of Abraham's life simply does not contain any such narrative of when he began to trust God let alone when 
he first believed that God existed.  

  

We are introduced by a short mention of the descendants of Terah (His father) in Gen. 11:26-32. He was 
fathered by Terah. It states that Terah was 70 when he fathered children, however it seems that it means 
when he began fathering children. 70 would have been Terah's age at the birth of his first child. Abram was 
apparently not the first child. He took Sarai as his wife.  Sarai was barren; she had no child.  His father 
took him, Lot, and Sarai and left from the Ur of the Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan. However, they 
stopped in Haran and settled there.  Terah died in Haran at the age of 205. 

  

Nothing about Abraham's faith is written. Nothing about his belief in God or his relationship with God is 
written. There IS an interesting statement recorded later that Terah served other gods (Joshua 24:2). 

 And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Long ago, your fathers lived 
beyond the Euphrates, Terah, the father of Abraham and of Nahor; and they served other gods. 

  

In Gen. 12:1 God says to Abram: "Go….".  God does NOT tell him WHERE - just that "I will show 
you."  He Went. By FAITH. 

Hebrews 11:8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as 
an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.  

  

Then in Genesis 12:7 the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So 
he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him.  Abram is a worshiper of God. 



According to Genesis 12:8 "…he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with 
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the Lord and called upon the name of 
the Lord."  

  

In Gen. 12:10 due to famine, he goes to Egypt. Though he tells a 1/2 truth about Sarai, it is GOD who 
protects him by intervening.  12:17 records that "the LORD afflicted Pharaoh… because of Sarai, Abram's 
wife." 

  

In Gen. 13:1 he leaves Egypt (a very wealthy man because of Pharaoh's gifts - but he already had much). 
He goes to the place between Bethel and Ai,  (Genesis 13:4) to the place where he had made an altar at the 
first. And there Abram called upon the name of the Lord. 

  

After he separates from Lot (Gen. 13:7-12), letting Lot take the whole Jordan river valley, the LORD 
speaks again unto Abraham and promises both the land and offspring"  (Gen. 13:14.) 

  

Genesis 13:18 states: "So Abram moved his tent and came and settled by the oaks of Mamre, which are at 
Hebron, and there he built an altar to the Lord."  

  

After Lot is taken captive by  Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of Goiim, Amraphel king of Shinar, 
and Arioch king of Ellasar, Genesis 14:9 (ESV),  Abram gathers his men (along with help from some allies 
(14:13, names Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre in 14:24) and rescues the captives by defeating these kings. 

Returning from 'the slaughter of the kings' he was met by Melchizedek (14:7).  Now Mel. was an 
interesting person in his own right!  He was King of Salem - the city which later became JeruSalem - the 
city of David.  He was also priest of God Most High.  Mel. pronounces a blessing upon Abram saying: 
"Blessed be Abram by God Most High". (14:19). In this God blesses Abram. 

  

In his conversation with Mel, Abram stated that "I have lifted my hand to the LORD, God Most High, 
Possessor of heaven and earth, that I would not take a thread or a sandal strap or anything that is yours…" 
(Gen. 14:22).  This seems to be an oath or prayer unto God that Abram had made. 

  

Genesis 15:1 After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am 
your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 

  

There follows the interesting conversation concerning Abram having offspring. This idea of Abram having 
offspring had been brought up before in Gen. 12:7. Hence Abram responds this time: "WHAT reward will 
you give me? I continue childless…" (15:2). 



God then makes the specific promise that Abram would have 'his own son' to be the heir' (15:4). Not only 
that, but that his offspring would be a numerous as the starts of heaven (15:5). 

  

Only at this point do we read: "Abraham Believed the LORD, and HE counted it to him as 
righteousness" (Gen. 15:6).  While this is a specific point of faith in that there is a specific promise that 
Abram believes, it is also the continuation of the very TRUST that Abram has been living by for 
years.  God is His God, He is God's man, God talks to him, blesses him, makes promises to him. He builds 
altars unto God, he calls upon God, he obeys God in whatever is asked. This is NOT the belief of the 
existence of God nor is it agreement that What God said is true, it is MORE. This is TRUST in the very 
being of God and His promises.  

  

His faith does not end there for Abram continues this life of trust in God.  He has Ishmael by Hagar, 
Sarai's maid, when he is 86. When he is 99, God appears unto him and promises a child by Sarai 
(17:1).  God makes a covenant with Him and covenants to 'be God to you'. This is a continuation of the 
relationship that they already had. The provision was that Abram was 'to keep my covenant' (17:9). The 
provision of such was that he and all the males would be circumcised.  

  

At this point the promise of Isaac being born of Sarai is made. Abraham LAUGHS and says: "Shall a child 
be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a 
child?"   Abraham proposes that God let Ishmael 'live before you'- i.e., be the promised heir and the child 
through whom the linage is given. God give a short answer: NO.  

  

When God was done talking, He left. Abraham then, right then, circumcises himself and all the males 
according to what God had said. The record states he did it THAT very day (Gen. 17:26).  

  

Hebrews 11:11 By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since 
she considered him faithful who had promised. 

  

After the birth of Isaac, when he is a 'young man', God appears yet again and tests Abraham's faith (Gen. 
22).  He tells Abraham to sacrifice his child, his ONLY child. What is unbelievable to us as we read this 
story is simply that Abraham trusted God yet again, still.  We read in Hebrews 11:17 that "By faith 
Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the act of 
offering up his only son…"    HOW could Abraham do such a thing? The answer is stated in Hebrews 
11:19: "He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively 
speaking, he did receive him back." 

  

Faith in God is TRUST in God's character and His promises. Trust enough to not only 'believe they are 
truth' but to do whatever God says to do.  God says go - by faith he went. As he goes, wherever he goes, he 
builds altars, worships God, makes promise to God (and keeps them). People that meet him recognize that 
God is HIS GOD, and he belongs to God.  



  

As Paul tells the story in Romans 4:16-22 

The FAITH of Abraham - who is the father of all of us who share the faith of Abraham (16) 

17 - He believed in God (vs. 17). 

18 - in hope, he believed against hope …  because God said so. 

19 - NOT weaken in faith when considered his own body… nor the barrenness of Sarah's womb. It didn't 
make sense, it wasn't 'reasonable' - but HE TRUSTED that God would do what God had said.  

20 - NO DISTRUST concerning God's promise,  rather he grew strong in his faith and he gave glory To 
God (all the while waiting)…  

21 - He was FULLY CONVINCED that God was able to do what he had promised. 

  

This was not 'faith that' - this was not believing facts and statements as 'truth'; rather this was trust that 
showed itself in conviction.   

  

Romans 4:22 That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.”  

  

Such was written for US…  for IT (such faith, our faith) will be counted to us who believe IN HIM 
who raised Jesus from the dead -   

  

God promised - he trusted. God said "GO"  - he went. 

God said "Be circumcised - and circumcise ALL that are yours" - he DID. 

SO with US - if we are of the faith of Abraham. 

It doesn't matter what it is that God through Jesus says: we TRUST him and OBEY.  Such obedience is the 
fruit of saving trust. Without such fruit there is not the saving faith.  

What would Abraham do if God said: 'repent and be baptized' ?  As one historian quipped, there simply 
were no unbaptized believers in the first century. WHEN they believed they were baptized.  Their faith in 
the operation of God brought them immediately to be baptized. 

AND YOU? 

	  


