
Saul 
and the 

Amalekites 

1 Samuel 15 



Amalekites 

• from Esau – Gen. 36:12 

• War – Ex. 37:8-13 

• Attacked strugglers – 
Dt. 25:18 



17 “Remember what Amalek did to 
you on the way as you came out 
of Egypt, 18 how he attacked you 
on the way when you were faint 
and weary, and cut off your tail, 
those who were lagging behind 
you, and he did not fear God.  



19 Therefore when the Lord your 
God has given you rest from all 
your enemies around you, in the 
land that the Lord your God is 
giving you for an inheritance to 
possess, you shall blot out the 
memory of Amalek from under 
heaven; you shall not forget.". 



20 Then he looked on Amalek and 
took up his discourse and said, 
“Amalek was the first among the 
nations, but its end is utter 
destruction.”". 



400 years later 



God’s Instruction 

2Thus says the Lord of 
hosts, ‘I have noted what 
Amalek did to Israel in 
opposing them on the way 
when they came up out of 
Egypt.  



God’s Instruction 
3Now go and strike Amalek 
and devote to destruction all 
that they have. Do not spare 
them, but kill both man and 
woman, child and infant, ox 
and sheep, camel and 
donkey.’ ”  



God’s Decree 

Punishment  

for Evil 



Kenites 

• (Moses’ father-in-laws 
people) 

•Warn / Spare Kenites 

• ‘lest I destroy you with 
them’ 



Saul’s Acts 

• ‘Devoted to destruction’ 

•  Spared Agag 

•  sheep, oxen, calves, lambs 

•  all that was ‘good’ 

•  NOT utterly destroy 

All that was 
despised and 

worthless they 
devoted to 

destruction. 



Difference 

• … to sacrifice 

• ..  The REST we have 
devoted to destruction 

(cp. 21 also) 



Saul’s opinion 

• 13 – I have performed 
the commandment of 
the LORD 

• 20 – I have obeyed 



God’s Appraisal 

• 11 – turned back 
from following me 

• not performed my 
commandments 



Samuel’s Appraisal 

• 19 – did NOT obey 

• (did) what was evil 



Samuel’s Assessment 

• rebellion 

• presumption 

• rejected the word 



Saul’s Confession 

• sinned 

• transgressed 

• rejected the word 



Word of the LORD 

 Reveals What 

HE desires 



Word of the LORD 

 Is Understandable 



Word of the LORD 

Is Do-able 



Word of the LORD 

To change is to 

Sin, rebel, reject 



Matthew 7:21 

21“Not everyone who 
says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
will enter the kingdom 
of heaven, but the one 
who does the will of my 
Father who is in heaven. 



Luke 6:46 

46“Why do you call 
me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and 

not do what I tell 
you? 



Luke 11:28 

28But he said, “Blessed 
rather are those who 
hear the word of God 

and keep it!” 



John 14:15 

15“If you love me, 
you will keep my 
commandments. 



Matt. 28:18-19 

•  ALL authority 

•  Make Disciples 

•  Baptizing them 

•  Teaching them to observe 
ALL 



 


